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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . El This communication is responsive to the communication received on 10/02/2006 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-16. 19-23. 29. 31-35. and 38-41 re-numbered 1-31 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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EXAMINERS AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and 
/or additions by unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312: To ensure consideration of such amendment, it must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mark Williams (Reg. No. 50,658) on December 19, 2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 29-33, 35-39 and 41-44 have been replaced with the following amended claims 
29-33, 35-39 and 41 -44. 

29. (Currently Amended) A system for accessing a semaphore, the system 
comprising: 

a first computer system, wherein the first computer system comprises a first 
processor and a first memory medium, wherein the first processor is coupled to the first 
memory medium; and 

a computer memory, wherein the computer memory comprises the semaphore, 
wherein the semaphore is operable to store data of any of a plurality of different data 
types, wherein the semaphore comprises data of a first data type of the plurality of 
different data types, wherein the computer memory is coupled to the first computer 
system; 
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wherein the plurality of different data types comprise two or more of: 
WAV file; 
numeric; 
text; 

tabbed text file; 

DSD file; 

formatted vector; 

formatted array; or 

tab delimited spreadsheet data; 
wherein the first memory medium comprises a first application that includes a 
first software component, wherein the first software component is executable by the first 
processor to: 

receive a uniform resource locator (URL) which specifies a location of the 
semaphore, wherein URL is received in response to user input: 

communicatively couple to the computer memory using the URL: 
access the semaphore, wherein, in said accessing the semaphore, the 
first software component is further executable by the first processor to access the data 
comprised in the semaphore, wherein accessing the data comprised in the semaphore 
is performed irrespective of the first data type of the data comprised in the semaphore; 
and 

convert the data into a format useable by the first application . 
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30. (Cancelled) 

31 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[30]] 29, further comprising: 
a network; 

wherein the first computer system is coupled to the network; 
wherein the computer memory is coupled to the network; 

wherein, in said accessing the semaphore, the first software component is further 
executable by the first processor to communicate through the network with the 
computer memory. 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 31, wherein the location 
i nformat i on is a network location of the network. 

33. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 29, wherein , in converting the 
data, the first software component is further executable by the first processor to: 

convert the data comprised in the semaphore to a second data type, wherein the 
second data type is different from the first data type. 

35. (Currently Amended) A computer accessible memory medium comprising 
program instructions to access data from a semaphore, wherein the program 
instructions which are executable by a processor to: 
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receive a uniform resource locator (URL) which specifies a location of the 
semaphore, wherein URL is received in response to user input: 

communicatively couple to a computer memory comprising a semaphore using 
the URL: 

access [[a]] the semaphore, wherein the semaphore is operable to store data of 
any of a plurality of different data types; 

wherein the plurality of different data types comprise two or more of: 

WAV file; 

numeric; 

text; 

tabbed text file; 

DSD file; 

formatted vector; 

formatted array; or 

tab delimited spreadsheet data; 
wherein, in said accessing the semaphore, the program instructions are further 
executable to access data comprised in the semaphore, wherein accessing the data 
comprised in the semaphore is performed irrespective of a data type of the data 
comprised in the semaphore; 

convert the data into a format useable by an application stored in the memory 
medium. 
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36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Currently Amended) The memory medium of claim [[36]] 35, 

wherein the location i nformation ind i cat e s is a network location associated with a 
network; 

wherein, in said accessing the semaphore, the program instructions are further 
executable to communicatively couple to the network location through the network. 

39. (Currently Amended) The memory medium of claim 35, wherein , in converting 
the data, the program instructions are further executable to: 

convert the data type of the data comprised in the semaphore to a different data 

type. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The memory medium of claim 35, wh o r o in tho program 
i nstruct i ons ar e further e x e cutabl e to: 

convert th o data compr i s o d i n the s e maphor e to a format, w herein the format 
comprises the data comprised in the semaphore and at least one attribute associated 
with the data comprised in the semaphore. 



42-44 (Canceled) 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: 
Claims 1-16, 19-23, 29, 31-35, and 38-41 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

The examiner has found that the prior art of record does not teach or suggest or 
render obvious a system and method for accessing data from a semaphore stored in a 
computer memory wherein a first software component in a first application accesses 
data from a semaphore, wherein the semaphore stores data of a plurality of types and 
the plurality of different data types comprises two ore more of a wav file; numeric; text; 
tabbed text file; DSD file; formatted array; or tab delimited spreadsheet data. A URL 
specifying the location of the semaphore is received in response to user input and the 
location information is used by the first software component to access the data 
comprised in the semaphore, the first software component converting the data into a 
format useable by the fist application after the software component connects to the 
computer memory and received the data as set forth in the specification and recited in 
the independent claims. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Contact Information 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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